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Challenging Violence in Sport: First Global Summit 
 

Program 
 

April 6th 
 
 
Welcome 
9:00-9:25 Opening of the Conference  
 Anne Tiivas, Chair and Director of Safe Sport International (SSI) 
 Representative from Polytechnic University of Madrid  

Mr. Jose Ramon Lete Lasa, Secretary of State for Sport and President 
of High Council for Sport.  

 
 
Background and introduction 
 
09:25-9:40 Safe Sport International: the need for global action 
 Dr. Sandi Kirby, Professor emerita Winnipeg University, Canada   
 (Celia Brackenridge's legacy)  
 
Why are we here?  Back in the 1980’s, Celia Brackenridge envisioned an 
international clearing house for research, policy development and activism on 
child protection in sport (later Safe Sport International (SSI)). This was long before 
research solidified into a cogent field of child protection work; long before the 
infamous Paul Hickson case in the UK and long before UNICEF and the IOC began 
to shine the light on intended harms in sport. Safe Sport International (SSI) grew 
out of these gatherings and now we are here at the inaugural conference for SSI.  
Before we begin deliberations, it is important to know upon whose shoulders we 
stand and, concurrently, to honour Professor Brackenridge and to acknowledge 
also the work of the founding Board of the SSI.  
 
09:40-10:00 Discovering child abuse in sport: notes on the emergence of a 'field' 
      Dr. Mike Hartill, Reader, Edge Hill University, England 
 
10:00-10:30  The voice of the athletes. Panel with former affected athletes: Karen 

Leach (Irish swimmer) and Colin Harris (British football).  
 Interview format.  
 Former Olympian Gloria Viseras (Spain) presents and interviews. 
 
10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
 
 
Part 1 - Research and evidence 
 
11:00-11:30  Definitions and prevalence of different forms of non-accidental  
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  Violence against athletes  
Dr. Kari Fasting, Professor emerita, Norwegian School of Sport Sciences, 
Norway  

 
 
Panel 11.30 – 13:15 –What do we know? 
 
11:30-11:45 Gender-based violence in sport in EU Countries 

Dr. Tine Vertommen, Researcher, Thomas More University of Applied 
Sciences, Belgium  

In 2016, a comprehensive desk study on gender-based violence in sport was the first 
international attempt to better define and measure the scope and state of the art of 
gender-based violence in sports across the 28 EU Member States. Due to a lack of 
studies, terminological ambiguities and methodological difficulties, reliable 
prevalence and incidence data on (forms of) gender-based violence in sport are 
strikingly absent across the EU and internationally. Also, a lack of clarity in legal texts 
remains. The policy frameworks of fewer than half of all EU Member States make explicit 
reference to forms of gender-based violence in sport. A holistic approach to fight 
gender-based violence in sport is needed, considering an assessment of the 
magnitude of the problem, monitored and evaluated prevention initiatives, 
comprehensive legal, policy and disciplinary frameworks, provision of services for those 
subjected to acts of gender-based violence, and multi-level, multi-disciplinary and 
multi-actor partnerships. 
 
  
11:45-12:00 Consent among young athletes 
 Dr. Sylvie Parent, Professor, Laval University, Canada 
 
This presentation aims to discuss issues surrounding sexual consent in the context of a 
relationship between an underage athlete and a person in a position of authority in 
sport. More specifically, notions of age of legal consent and sexual abuse will be 
discussed and various scientific evidences will be presented to demonstrate why this 
notion of consent is crucial in the study of the phenomenon of sexual abuse. The 
presentation will also discuss the issues surrounding the normalisation of sexual 
relationships between coaches and underage athletes. 
 
 
 
12:00-12:15 Non accidental violence in sport: what are the costs? 

Dr. Margo Mountjoy, Associate Clinical Professor.  Department of 
Family Medicine, Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine, McMaster 
University, Canada 

  
 
12:15-12:30 The impact of preventative initiatives 
 Dr. Gretchen Kerr, Professor, University of Toronto, Canada 
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12:30-13:15 Panel discussion and questions 
 
 
13:15-14:45 Lunch 
 
Part 2 - Policy Development and prevention strategies 
 
14:45-15:15 Background and development of policy and prevention strategies 

Anne Tiivas, Director, Child Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU), UK 
 
 
Panel 15:1 5- 16:45 Examples of policy at the ministry level and at umbrella sport                                          
organizations  
  
15:15-15:30   Examples of policy and prevention strategies from Spain 

 Mr. Jaime del Rey, Deputy Director for International Relations, High 
Council for Sports 

  
 
15:30-15:45 Examples of policy and prevention strategies from UK  
  
  
15:45-16:00 The policy and prevention work at IOC 
 Susan Greinig and Kirsty Burrows 
  
16:00-16:15 IPC Policy and Prevention 

Dr. Yetsa Tuakli-Wosornu,  Assistant Clinical Professor, Department of 
Chronic Disease Epidemiology. Yale School of Public Health, USA  

 
16:15-16.45  Panel discussion and questions 
 
 
16:45-17:15 Coffee break    
 
17:15-17:30  Ending sexual abuse of children in sport: how can European standards 

help 
Elda Moreno, Head of the Children's Rights and Sport Values 
Department  in Council of Europe 
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17.30 -17:45 Legal tools and strategies addressing violence (harassment and 

abuse) 
Andrea Carska-Sheppard, Arbitrator, Court of Arbitration for Sports 
General Council, Workplace Options LLC, USA 
 
  

17:45-18:00  Questions 
  

  
18:00-18:30  Example of policy work and prevention strategies in two international 

sport federations 
  
18:00-18:15 Dr. Jenny Shute, International Ski Federation (FIS) 
 
‘A description of the steps taken to start the process of embedding Safeguarding policies and 
best practice into my International Federation (FIS, Federation Internationale de Ski)'.	
 
18:15-18:30 International Football Federation (FIFA)/European Football Federation 

(UEFA)  
  
18:30-18:45    Questions 
 
 
20:00  – on     Reception 

April 7 
 
Part 3 – Practice Developments 
 
09:00-09:30 Examples of policy work and prevention strategies in two national 

sport federations 
 
09:00-09:15 Dr. Petra Tzschoppe, Vice-President of the German Olympic Sport 

Confederation, Germany 
   
09:15-09:30 Susan Woessner, Director of Safe Sport, USA Swimming Organization 
  
09.30-09.45 Questions 
 
09:45-11:30 Panel – experiences with prevention and safeguarding 
 
09:45-10:00 How we work with prevention 
 Matilda Msba, Executive Director of NOWSPAR -Zambia, Zambia  

Abstract Title: Lessons from Safeguarding and Protection in Sport in Zambia 
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Authors: Matilda K Mwaba 

Introduction: Gender based violence (GBV) is a pervasive social problem in Zambia.  
NOWSPAR, a Zambian NGO has had the strategic aim of supporting girls and women 
by addressing GBV in and through sport since 2012. This presentation aims to share 
some lessons learnt by highlighting the tensions, limitations, and successes of working 
on safeguarding and protection in sport. 

Project Description: NOWSPAR’s activities between 2010 until 2017 relating to 
safeguarding and protection reached individuals in sport (girls, women, men and boys, 
leaders of organizations), government and non-government organizations, and the 
general public. The projects were resourced through a combination of multi-year 
partners support. 

Outcomes: Changes within NOWSPAR’s structure and strategy. Managing our image 
as a sport organization in relation to civil society and government bodies. Learning to 
navigate government systems and related policy cycles. Working with the limited 
research, advocacy, and policy skills within the local sport sector. Developing 
relationships within the country to deal with the multiple aspects of safeguarding and 
protection work. Supporting our  staff and volunteers to  work within the sector on a 
subject that is very difficult and learning from situations.  

Conclusions: This presentation will demonstrate some of the particularities linked to 
working in our Zambian sport context. 

 
10:00-10:15  Presentation of the EU Project: "VOICE – combatting sexual violence in 

European sport through the voices of those affected".  
 Dr Bettina Rulofs, Senior researcher, German Sport University Cologne, 
Germany  

The EU-funded project VOICE aims at combatting sexual violence in sport through 
the voices of those affected and via a participative approach. A research study in 
seven European countries gathers the reports of those people who have 
experienced sexual violence in sport with means of an interview study. Following this, 
a process of reconciliation is initiated in each country by installing Acknowledgement 
Forums. In these Forums victims or ‘survivors’ of sexual violence in sport are invited to 
recount their experiences in front of a panel of relevant stakeholders in sport. The 
presentation of the VOICE-project at the conference will target the following parts of 
the project: 1. the methodological and ethical approach that was developed for 
conducting narrative interviews with survivors of sexual abuse in sport and the 
requirements of participative research in this field; 2. first insights from the interviews 
and 3. the substantial elements of the acknowledgement-process that were 
developed by the VOICE-network. 
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10:15-10:30  Implementing prevention programs in the sport setting (International 
tennis) 
Kathy Martin, Senior Director Athlete Assistance WTA (Women’s Tennis 
Association), Australia  

  
10:30-10:45 Safeguarding adult elite athletes  

Phil Doorgachum, Former Head of Arsenal FC and the Lawn Tennis 
Association 

 
10:45-11:00 International coaching development 
 Lorraine Lafreniere, International Council for Coaching of Excellence  
  
11:00-11:30 Panel discussion and questions 
 
 
12:00-12:15 Presentation of  "Oro, Plata y Bronce") 
 Founder and Executive Director Gloria Viseras, Spain 
 
12:15-12:30 Safe Policy and Major Sports Events – African Examples 

Diane Huffman, Senior Advisor, Norwegian Olympic, Paralympic and 
Confederations of Sports, Norway 
James George Nange Otieno, Master Trainer, Safe and Inclusive Sport 
Task Group, Kenya  

Safe	Policy	in	Major	Sport	Events:	An	African	Example	
	
Speakers:	
Diane	Huffman	is	a	partnership	and	sport	development	senior	advisor	for	the	Norwegian	Olympic	and	
Paralympic	Committee	and	Confederation	of	Sports.	Her	focus	is	partnership,	organizational	and	policy	
development	related	to	influencing	youth	and	women’s	participation	and	safety	in	sport.	Diane’s	
community	development	experience	has	enabled	advocacy	groups	and	organizations	to	challenge	policy	
and	promote	behaviour	change.	Concentrating	on	women’s	rights,	Diane	played	an	influential	role	on	
national	and	regional	policy	change	in	Southern	Africa	and	gained	support	toward	gender	mainstreaming,	
human	rights,	and	women’s	leadership	opportunities.		
	
James	George	Nange	Otieno,	is	a	Safe	Sport	Consultant,	Norwegian	Olympic	and	Paralympic	Committee	
and	Confederation	of	Sports.	Mr.	Otieno	has	vast	experience	working	in	the	field	of	sport	for	development,	
with	a	speciality	in	youth	engagement	strategies,	training	and	advocacy.	He	has	been	active	in	
coordinating	training	and	capacity	building	activities	in	sports	throughout	the	world	with	a	focus	on	
youth	leadership,	life	skills	development,	and	human	rights.		
	
Abstract:	Reviving	and	strengthening	the	sports	we	love	–	putting	safeguarding	policy	into	action	
	
In	Zambia,	eighty	percent	of	athletes	suffer	from	some	form	of	abuse;	this	is	considered	a	norm	for	the	
region.	It	is	up	to	the	sport	community	to	change	these	stats	by	making	sport	events	safe,	fair	and	
enjoyable	experiences.	James	Nange	Otieno	and	Diane	Huffman	will	share	examples	of	how	a	group	of	key	
stakeholders	implemented	safeguarding	policies	within	a	“Games”	forum	and	developed	the	momentum	
for	changing	the	face	of	major	sport	events	in	Southern	Africa.	
	
The	process	for	change	takes	a	willingness	to	change.	Key	Stakeholders	such	as	the	African	Union	Sports	
Council	Region	5,	the	Council	of	Southern	African	National	Olympic	Committees	(COSANOC),	and	Local	
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Organizing	Committees	of	several	of	Southern	Africa’s	major	youth	events	such	as	the	African	Youth	
Games	2014,	the	Netball	World	Youth	Cup	2017.	took	the	challenge	to	make	the	difference.	This	
presentation	discusses	their	effort	to	develop	safe	event	policies	and	put	them	into	practice.		
 
 12:30-12:45  Questions 
  
   
12:45 -14:15    Lunch    
 
 
14:15-15:00 Safeguarding Children in Sport International Group 

Daniel Rhind, Associate professor, Brunel University followed by Liz 
Twyford, Sports Programmes Specialist, UNICEF , UK and John 
Harris, Safeguarding and Regional Support Officer, ChildFund Australia  

 

Since 2012, a working group has developed and piloted the International Safeguards 
for Children in Sport. These Safeguards set out the actions that all organizations 
working in sport should have in place to ensure children are safe from abuse. The 
Safeguards are: 

1.    Developing Your Policy 

2.    Procedures for Responding to Safeguarding Concerns  

3.    Advice and Support 

4.    Minimising Risks to Children 

5.    Guidelines for Behaviour 

6.    Recruiting, Training and Communicating 

7.    Working with Partners  

8.    Monitoring and Evaluating 
The presentation will outline the research which underpinned the development, 
implementation and evaluation of the Safeguards. The CHILDREN Pillars (i.e., Cultural 
sensitivity, Holistic, Incentives, Leadership, Dynamic, Resources, Engaging 
stakeholders and Networks) which have been found to under-pin an effective 
safeguarding system in sport will be outlined. The current and future focus of the 
working group will then be explained before a case study regarding the impact of 
this project is introduced.  

 
 

15:00-15:45     What do we do when we have a case? 
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Håvard Øvergård, Adviser responsible for work against sexual 
harassment and abuse, Norwegian Olympic, Paralympic and 
Confederations of Sports  
Malia Arrington, Chief Operating Officer, U.S. Center for SafeSport, USA 

 Nic Scott, Group Head of Safeguarding, City Football Group, England 
 
15:45-16:15 Questions and comments  
  
16:15-16.30 Closing 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


